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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Commission on Audit and Saint Mary's University

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

This Agreement, made and entered into, by and between:

The COMMISSION ON AUDIT, the supreme audit institution of the
Philippines, with principal office address at Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon
City, represented herein by Mr. I{ECTOR L. CORTES, Officer-In-Charge
Director IV, Regional Office 02, Carig Tuguegarao City, hereinafter referred
to as "COA";

-and-

The Saint Mary's University (SMU), a private higher education institution, with
principal office address at District IV, Bayombong, Nueva Yizcaya, Region II, represented

herein by University President, DR. JOHN OCTAVIOUS S. PALINA, hereinafter referred to

as "Stakeholder-Partner Institution";

WITNESSETH, that:

WHEREAS, COA has the constitutional mandate to ensure that public accountability is
promoted in government operations through the audit of government transactions;

WHEREAS, the increasing magnitude and growing complexity of government operations
demand that COA initiate policies of efliciency in the use of manpower resources,

effectiveness in audit results and more transparency of performance;

WIIERBAS, COA has exclusive authority to define the scope of its audit and examination,
and establish the techniques and methods required therefor;

WHEREAS, CitizenParticipatory Audit (CPA) is among the identified COA Strategies for
Reform, as well as a technique in conducting a joint audit to make government mors
effective, transparent, and accountable, founded on the premise that public accountability can
prosper only with a vigilant and involved cttrzenry

WHEREAS, the Stakeholder-Partner Institution has manifested its willingness to assist COA
in its mandate, through the CPA, in accordance with the terms hereof;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing premises, and for the
stipulations, conditions and undertakings herein stated, the parties herein agree, as follows;

1. General Principles

<, The Parties to this Agreement shall cooperate to the fullest extent possible in the
implementation of the CPA. They shall respect each other's internal structure, rules, and
procedures while ensuring strict compliance with government audit standards and
policies. The CPA shall be implemented within the context of COA's reform program, as

a way of promoting partnership and collaboration with civil society and enhancing
transparency and public accountability in government.

2. Management and implementation arrangements

COA shall provide the overall policy guidance and general management

audit for the effective implementation of the CPA, in accordance with its
program, specifically:
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2.1 Technical and administrative supervision and control over the audit and the
related capacity-building and policy enhancement activities ;

The SPI may provide inputs in the design, preparation, and conduct of capacity-

building activities and in the preparation of the audit plan, for the consideration of
the CPA Team Leader / CPA Team Supervisor.

4.3 Responsibilities of COA

4.3.1 COA shall plan and create the CPA Team, consisting of COA personnel

and Stakeholder-Partner Institution-nominated officials/employees, which
shall be authorrzedby the COA Chairperson or hisftrer authorized official;

4.3.2 The respective roles, duties, and responsibilities of the individual members

of the CPA teams shall be in accordance with existing COA regulations

vis-a-vis the Audit Work Steps and Audit Program prepared by the CPA
Team Leader, which shall be reviewed and approved by the CPA Team

Supervisor; and

4.3.3 The involvement and participation of the SPI and its nominees in the CPA
Team shall, at all times, be under the direct supervision and control of
COA.

4.4 Responsibilities ofthe Stakeholder-Partnerlnstitution

4.4.1 The SPI shall provide a counterpart staff, from its members,
prescribed Nomination Form, who will be trained in the methodologies

that will be used in conducting the audit in partnership with COA auditors;

4.4.2 By signing this MOA and providing the nominees in the preceding

paragraph, the SPI rePresents that:

a. It fully understands the terms and conditions of this MOA and

undertakes to explain the same to its nominees and other parties

aflected by or involved in this MOA by reason of its actions pursuant

hereto;
b. It is a legitimate SPI operating within the bounds of and is

with Philippine laws, rules, and regulations;

2.2 Identification and mobilization of needed support from COA units in the central
office and field units; and

2.3 Identification, management, monitoring, and evaluation of resources.

3. Scope of audit

The audit engagement between COA and the Stakeholder-Partner Institution
herein shall cover the Compliance and Performance audit of the Solid Waste

Management (SWM) implemented by the Municipal Local Government Units (MLGU)
of Bambang and Bayombong, both of the Province of NuevaYizcaya.

4. Duties and responsibilities of COA and the STAKEHOLDER-PARTNER
INSTITUTION (SPI for brevity)

COA shall prepare and conduct capacity-building activities for the duly

constituted CPA Teams.
4.1

4.2
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c. It has no conflict of interest, relative to the subject of the audit and the
contractor/supplier or the LGU involved;

d. It is able, willing, and ready to undertake its responsibilities in this
MOA, even without remuneration;

e. It can undertake by itself the mobilization of its staff, members,
volunteers, and other partners during the audit proper, as well as

during capacity building and related activities; and
f. Itself and its leaders, officials, nominees, and members are of good

moral and societal standing and not laboring under adminisffative,
civil, criminal, or other cases.

4.4.3 By nominating its members to join specific CPA Teams, the SPI

represents that:

a. The nominee is a bona fide member of good standing in the SPI;

b. The nominee has no conflict of interest, relative to the subject of the

audit, the contractor/supplier involved and the implementing LGU;
c. The nominee is of good moral character and not laboring under

administrative, civil, criminal or other cases; and

d. The nominee is able, willing, and ready to participate in the CPA, even

without remuneration.

4.4.4 For the purpose of this Agreement, there rs primafacie conflict of interest

when any member of the governing board/body of the SPI, any of its key

officials or the nominee himself/herself is a relative by consanguinity or
affinity up to the third civil degree of any member of the governing

board/body of the contractor/supplier involved or any of its key officials
or of the local chief executive or any member of the Bids and Awards

Committee or of the personnel working in the identified Barangays to be

visited of the LGU involved. Of those inadvertently nominated, the SPI

and/or the nominee himself/herself shall promptly disclose such conflict of
interest as soon as the information becomes available;

4.4.5 The SPI may provide inputs and suggestions on how to improve the

conduct of the audit, for the consideration of the CPA Team Supervisor /
CPA Team Leader;

4.4.6 The SPI shall help ensure that its nominees would undertake their
dutiesitasks in accordance with the Audit Work Steps and the Audit
Program of the CPA Team, as well as relevant rules and regulations;

4.4.7 The SPI shall participate in assessment activities, including providing
feedback/recommendations for improvement of the CPA and

4.4.8 The SPI shall ensure that all audit work papers and effects in the

possession, custody, or charge of its nominees are turned over to the CPA
Team Leader upon completion of the audit.

5. Extent of involvement in the CPA

The nominees of the SPI to the CPA Team shall be involved in the activities of
the audit team, from planning to execution and until reporting
determined by the CPA Team Supervisor / CPA Team Leader

6. No employer-employee relationship; no liability clause
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Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to mean as establishing an
employer--employee relationship between COA and the nominee of the SPI pursuant to
this MOA. Likewise, this Agreement shall not be construed as a service contract between
COA and the SPI. The SPI understands and shall hold COA free from any and all
liabilities for any untoward incident that may happen in relation to the CPA and its
capacity-building activities. The COA does not, by this Agreement, glve its consent to be
sued and assume responsibilities and obligations other than those expressly indicated in
this MOA.

7. Confidentiatity of information and non-disclosure clause

The parties shall not divulge any information of a confidential character, acquired
by the team in the course of or on account of the CPA; and

7.2 All information, papers, reports, and effects acquired and/or generated in the
course of the CPA are owned by and pertain to COA and may not be released

without its consent, pursuant to prevailing regulations.

8. Financial assistance and resource support

Because the CPA is founded on the spirit of volunteerism, no remuneration shall

be paid to the SPI and its nominee;

8.2 However, at its discretion, COA may provide financial assistance and other

resource support, as may be deemed necessary or proper under the circumstances,
subject to the availability of funds and to the usual accounting and auditing rules

and regulations; and

Equipment, supplies and materials, office space and furniture, and other items
(e.g. for sampling and testing) directly needed in the performance of audit
activities, shall be provided by COA or the project implementing entity.

7.1

8.1

8.3

9. Duration of engagement

The audit engagement with the SPI shall be for a period of twenty (20) days, of
which fifteen (15) days shall be spent for the fieldwork and summartzation of audit
results. The other five (5) days is devoted to the SPI's participation to the planning

activities, formulation of audit recommendations and organization of work papers and

preparation of the Audit Results Matrix. In the event of a determined need to extend the

period of the agreementlengagement, the SPI and the COA, upon their mutual consent,

may execute another contract to reflect the same.

10. Arbitration clause and stipulation as to venue

10.1 Except for criminal liability arising from breach of confidentiality or
disclosure, any and all legal disputes arising from breach of any of the provisions
hereof, shall be settled through fubitration in accordance with Republic Act No.
876, otherwise known as the Arbitration Law.

10.2 Parties hereto and their assigns/nominees hereby agree and stipulate that any

action arising from this Agreement shall be filed with the proper court in Quezon
City only.

11. Effectivity

This Agreement shall take effect immediately upon signing hereof by the
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereto signed this Memorandum of Agreement,

For the Co For the Saint Mary's University:

R L. CORTES

dit

Officer-In-Charge Director IV

Signed in the presence of:

DR. JOHN OCTAVIOUS S. PALIN
University President q

/

A

REGIN
Supervising

G
of Nueva Yizcaya

DR.
Dean, School

Stakehol

D. RAMEL, CPA
Accountancy and Business

Partner Institutionssion on Audit

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

REPUBLIC OF TI{E PHILIPPINES )
QUEZON CITY ) S.S

BEFORE ME, Notary Public in the Municipality of Bayombong, this
2023, personally appeared the following persons:

a

NAME PROOF OF
IDENTIF'ICATION

PROOF OF
AUTHORITY

all known to me to be the same persons who executed the foregoing Memorandum of
Agreement, consisting of five (5) pages, including the page on which this acknowledgment is

written, and they acknowledged to me that the same is their voluntary act and deed, for and

in behalf of the entity they respectively represent.

WITNESS MY HAND AND NOTARIAL SEAL on the date and place above written.

Doc. No. _;
Page No. _;
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Book No.
Series of 2016
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Adopt a Tourist Spot Banaue 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1A2kAzNBvg/


Adopt a Tourist Spot_Batad Banaue 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CtWWgHMyM/

